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St. Joseph School Board 
450 Franklin Avenue, Garden City, NY 

Minutes of Meeting:  September 23, 2020 

School Board Members Present:  Mr. Colomban, Principal, Rory Martello, Assistant Principal, Msgr. Swiader, 

Robert York (President), Patrick Finley (Vice President), Joseph Marchese (Secretary), Michael Spinelli, Peter 

Doherty, Virginia Barone, John Dolan and Kathryn Rafferty 

School Board Members Absent:  N/A 

PTA Representative:  Mary Beth Deierlein (President) 

Welcome 
Mr. York called the meeting to order at 7:36 p.m.  The meeting was conducted remotely via Zoom because of 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
Opening Prayer and Minutes Recording 

Mrs. Barone led the opening prayer.  

Mr. Marchese recorded the minutes. 

A motion was made and seconded to confirm the minutes for the August 2020 meeting, and those minutes were 

confirmed. 

Principal’s Report 

1. Enrollment Update:  The number of students currently registered for this school year is 335 (273 attending 

in person; 62 attending remotely).  The number decreased by 9 students since last month’s meeting because 

of distancing limitations in Nursery and Pre-K.  However, the total enrollment still exceeds Mr. Colomban’s 

pre-year projection of 330.  Only 4 students in Nursery and Pre-K are attending remotely.  25% of students in 

K through 8 are attending remotely (which is more than the 17% indicated by student families before the 

year began).  The school sent out a survey to parents on September 21.  Based on the responses thus far, 

Mr. Colomban projects that 70% of the students who currently attend classes online will return to in-person 

education on October 13.  SJS is prepared to accommodate the return of those students in-person, and the 

school will add a cafeteria schedule to allow those students to eat lunch in the lunch room.  

2. Reopening Areas of Strength:  Students have been resilient and have adapted well to this year’s re-opening.   

Resilience is the school’s virtue of this school year.  Arrival and dismissal have been a strength.  Thus far, the 

school allots 40 minutes for arrivals, but Mr. Colomban is considering reducing that timeframe to 30 minutes 

so he can resume the daily Principal/Teacher meetings from 7:30 to 7:40 a.m.   

3. Reopening Areas for Growth:  Mr. Colomban is working on a revised schedule for the part of the school day 

between lunch and recess to make more efficient use of the time, especially for students attending remotely.  

The school nurse sent home a bulletin discussing when students should not come into school, and for how 

long, under various circumstances.  We are waiting to get feedback/questions from parents about the health 
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bulletin.  Teachers are implementing 10-minute outdoor mask breaks for students.  Mr. Colomban and Mrs. 

Martello are reviewing the daily schedule to increase the outdoor mask breaks for in-person students. 

4. Upcoming Events: 

a. Thursday 9/24:  i-Ready (a new testing platform) – professional development for teachers K-8 at 

dismissal 

b. Tuesday 9/29:  Parent Workshop #1 

c. Friday 10/2:  First Friday Mass (3rd grade); Pick a start date for Pathways 

d. Saturday 10/3:  Fall Plant Sale by the Family Association 

e. Wednesdays 10/7 to 10/28:  Virtual Parent Coffees 

f. Thursday 10/8:  Middle School Open House (Virtual) 

g. Sunday 10/18:  Early Childhood Open House 

h. Tuesday 10/20:  Prayer Service (6th grade, pre-recorded) 

i. Thursday 10/22:  Individual Photos 

j. Saturday 10/24:  4th Annual Scavenger Hunt (Virtual) 

k. Tuesday 10/27:  Parent Workshop #2 

l. October TBS?:  Blazer Ceremony for 6th grade 

 

President’s Report 

1. Middle School Open House (Virtual):  Considering creating and using videos from current Middle School 

Students, as well as from current SJS parents.  Also considering utilizing content for Facebook and Instagram.   

2. School Board Elections:  The next School Board elections will occur after the Masses held on October 24 and 

25, 2020.  Five board seats are up for election, including the seats currently held by Mr. Doherty, Mrs. 

Barone, Mr. York, and Dr. Spinelli.  We are emphasizing “contact free” elections, including using online 

voting along with in-person, contactless voting after Masses.  Candidate names should be forwarded to the 

Nominating Committee. 

3. In-Person School Board Meetings?:  The Board briefly discussed the possibility of meeting in-person, and 

where on the church/school premises we could convene.  No decisions were made about when or where in-

person meetings would begin again.   

Family Association Report 

1. EC New Family List:  The list was circulated to the Board for “Welcome” emails. 

2. Plant Sale:  This will take place at the SJS Online School Store.  Drive-through pick up on 10/3. 

3. Spirit Items:  SJS adult and children masks are on sale in the school store.  SJS sanitizer is also available, and 

SJS lanyards are on order.  Hoodies, belts, bows and pajama pants are on order, too. 

4. Class parents are assigned 

5. Benchmark email system is in place 

6. School Directory and Virtue Picture Contest (Resilience) are underway 

7. Lunch program - Discussions with the administration have begun to develop protocols for ordering, etc.  

Start date is still being discussed. 

8. Fundraising goal - $150,000 for this school year.  We are stepping back from the previous $190,000 goal due 

to COVID-19 restrictions. 
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Pastor’s Comments and Closing Prayer:  Monsignor said that First Communions went well.  Also, he is going to 
do a walk-through of the October 2 First Friday Mass.  Finally, Monsignor and Mr. C. attended a meeting of other 
pastors and principals of parish schools that afternoon.  Approximately 12 pastors and 7 school principals 
attended.  SJS was the only school that had higher student enrollment this year than it did last year.  Monsignor 
thinks that these ongoing meetings will be valuable, including for information sharing, collaboration, and 
discussing creative solutions to generally applicable issues experienced across parish schools.  Monsignor gave 
the closing prayer at 9:34 p.m. 


